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How to reach the temple:

The temple is about 12 kms west of
Cuddalore. Turn left at Gandhi Road,
which is the second left across the
Mellikuppam Police Station. Drive down
for about half a kilometre to reach
Kailasanathar Kovil street, wherein the
temple is located.

Temple Timings:
Morning 6 am to 10 am
Evening 5 pm to 7 pm

Contact Details:
94428 32200, 93676 46591
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Arulmigu Akilandeswari Ambaal Samedha
Sri Kailasanathar Temple History.

Sri Kailasanatha temple is located in Nellikuppam town
of Cuddalore district, in Nadu Naadu, home to Appair,
Sundarar and Thirugnanasambandar, the saints who
sang hymns in praise of Lord Shiva, compiled in the name

of Devaram.
History of the temple:

Pallava King Mahendra Varma | converted to Saivism
from Jainism, inspired by the songs of Thirunavukkarasar
also known as Appar. He then converted several Jain
shrines into temples for Lord Shiva, more so in Nadu
Naadu.

He built new temples for Lord Shiva in Thirupadhiripuliyur,
Nellikuppam and Thiruvadhigai, equidistant from one
another. In other words, Thirupathiripuliyur is 12 kms east
of Nellikuppam and Thiruvadhigai is 12 km west of
Nellikuppam. The original Jain Theerthankara idol dating
back to over 1400 years was found in the temple tank of
Nellikuppam temple a few years ago.

The temple built by Mahendravarma was subsequently
renovated by the Cholas. During the invasion of Malik
Kafur and his forces in 1310 AD, the temple was totally
ruined. Later, during the Nayaka period, the temple was
raised again. Additional shrines for Goddess
Akilandeswari and Veera Anjaneya were built and a new
mandapam was added.

During the British Rule, a group of people belonging to
the Mudaliyar community who were called Irandaayiram
Mudaligal renovated the temple and built a high wall
around it. Then the temple was under the control o
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private trustees for some years. Over time, the renevue of
the temple decreased, poojas and maintenance were not
happening regularly and slowly the temple became
permanently closed. The damage continued and at one
point, the roots of the tree that had grown over the
Vimana, completely covered Kailasanatha.

Unable to tolerate such a beautiful temple turning to dust,
a few residents of Nellikuppam got together to reopen the
temple and start renovation with the help of the villagers,
and donors. The Kailasanathar lIraipani Manram was
formed and through it the shrines were renovated,
additional shrines around the goshtam built, and the
Nayaka mandapa which had fallen by then, completely
rebuilt.

Near this temple is the Bhoolokanathar temple
at Nellikuppam and Sivalokanathar temple at
Vellappakkam, about 2 kms away. These three temples
depict the three abodes of Lord Shiva, namely, Kailayam,
Bhoolokam and Sivalokam symbolizing birth, life, death
respectively. Worshipping these three temples on the
same day is said to be highly beneficial to the devotees.

Inscriptions at the temple:

A total of 14 inscriptions have been found in this temple.
Out of these, ten are from the Chola Period, one from the
Nayaka Period and the remaining three are from the
British and later times.

= From a Rajendra Chola inscription to the South of the
Sanctum, we know that this temple was renovated by
him and named Kaileswaramaana Rajendra
Soliswaram.

= Kundavai Nachiyar, elder sister of Raja Raja Chola,
and aunt of Rajendra Chola, has given donations to the
temple and this can be understood through the
inscriptions about the entrance to the sanctum.
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®= The Kulothunga Chola | inscription describes a canal
near the temple as Gangai Konda Chola Vaaikaal
which shows that the temple was renovated between
1023-1044 AD by Rajendra Chola after his victory over
North India, including the river Ganges.The inscription
also talks about the grants of land and lamps given by
Kulothungal.

® The Vikrama Chola inscription mentions the name of
the town as Raja Raja Valanaatu Sozhavalli Nallur.

Idols at the temple:

This temple has the Kailasanatha, Nandi,
Chandikeswara, Ganesha and Bhairava idols dating back
to Mahendra Varma's time. When we enter the temple
through its Southern entrance, we find the Navagrahas
lined up in single file, unlike in other temples, where they
are arranged around a square pedastal.

Another set of Navagrahas in the usual arrangement are
also found between the Kailasanathar and Akilandeswari
shrines which is yet another unique feature of this temple.
Vishnu Durga with Prayoga Chakra and without the
Bison's head below her, and Ayyanaar are found right
nexttothe Navagrahas.

One of the noteworthy mentions of this temple is the near
real Rishabha Vahana. Although a number of ancient
artifacts of the temples have been lost to time, it is
heartening to note that this extremely beautiful piece of art
remained intact even though the temple remained closed
for several years.

The Dakshinamoorthy in this temple is found without the
Kallaala tree behind him and with a smiling face. Apart
from him, the presence of Jyeshta Devi (Moodevi) is an
evidence of the temple being over 1400 years old. Vishnu,
Sanishwara, Subrahmanya, Chandikeswara and Veera
Anjaneya are also found in newly renovated shrines.

®
|
|
1(
|
.%
"lri
f;’
|
L
t
t
|
|
t
%

. -“j .
Moo et e e e e e e o e e e e e e e e e e e e o o

—




g o e i -y i - =, st g gt i e i, i, i g i o i -"FF‘

Goddess Akilandeswari stands over six feet tall, and with
simple ornaments, in a seperate shrine facing South.

There are no words to describe her beauty and %
compassion. Every Friday between 10.30 am and 12 pm, {
special Rahu Kaala poojas are conducted here. Women % '
gather in front of the shrine and perform Kunkumarchana. i
Any sincere prayers made during this time are definitely i
answered. The Lord of the temple, Sri Kailasanatha sits
majestically in his Sanctum facing East. It pains us to think .
such a majestic Lord was covered by roots only a few i
years ago, but the newly renovated shrine and the sincere
poojas being performed are indeed heartening. :

Renovation work at the temple:

Renovation work is being carried out in full swing by the
Kailasanathar Iraipani Manram with a view of performing
the consecration soon. All the shrines have been
renovated construction of the compound wall around the
temple and raising of the flooring in Akilandeswari Ambal
shrine are currently going on. The temple tank is
dilapidated and in an unusable condition. The trustees
desire to desilt the tank soon, and ensure filling of clean,
usable water that would be beneficial to the devotees. and
the pathway around the temple is currently being laid and
repairs carried out. To participate in this noble venture,
please send your humble contributions to

Arulmigu Sri Kailasanathar Iraipani Manram,

S.B.A/c No. 33768198684, State Bank of India,
Nellikuppam Branch, IFSC Code SBIN0004765 through
Demand Draft, Cheque, Money order or bank transfer.

Address to be sent:

Arulmigu Sri Kailasanathar Iraipani Manram,
Kailasanathar Kovil Veedhi, Nellikuppam - 607105,
Cuddalore District.
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