OBTLONG LI IDTEHFHM6060 SNDLITET
F@LSH Wb APpHBvVAITIT OhevuIlD

$HED 62 60T

D C-.—D e

5

DG,

DEF

=

DG

W




ClFsLgYILD 6uLpl:

ClFsiTemerr — LiswLpwl LoHTLEOILTID FTemevullev
CaemibLTs&ID YFagwm merauf] 9 BHHEGHLWTlg L 1gL LD
S| HBaIsiTar Slymio Fremevuilsy susvliymib &lHLoLil
Fri 2.5 HCevrfL L i Hrrib ClFeaTmmsd
Lf (Lp(HBVEUT T DY eVUISENSH Y eWL_LLIVTLD.
Qpevwd FMbHS Hb @ CBIib:
smremev - 71.30-9.30 wmemev 6-8
gLy, : 99401 26814

Directions to the temple:

On Chennai - Old Mahabalipuram Road, turn right
at Akshaya January Apartment Complex at Kelambakkam.
The Murugeeswarar temple is about 2.5 kilometres from the main road.

GPS coordinates: 12.778064,80.1893629

Temple Timings: 7.30 — 9.30 am, 6-8 pm
Contact : 99401 26814
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Arulmigu Sri Maragathavalli

Sametha Sri Murugeeswarar Temple
Thaiyur, Chengalpattu District

Location:

Thaiyur is a residential locality on Chennai’s Old Mahabali-
puram Road. It is 4 kilometres away from Kelambakkam, 2
kilometres from Chenganmal and about 8 kilometres from
the Murugan temple at Thiruporur. This locality which to-
day boasts of several modern high rise apartments was
once a fertile and flourishing village according to literary
and historical sources.

Thaiyur - Etymology

The word Thai refers to decorative, beautiful or a grove
with saplings. The deity in one of the temples in Thaiyur is
called “Azhageeswarar” (meaning beautiful lord). Similar-
ly, an inscription at the largest temple in the village - the
Murugeeswarar temple describes the deity as “Azhagiya
Chokkanaar”. This implies that the village was once beau-
tiful and fertile.

Six inscriptions that have been recorded at the Sri Nithya
Kalyana Perumal Temple of Thiruvidanthai, speak about
grants given by those belonging to the village of Thaiyur.
Out of these, three belong to a period prior to that of King
Rajaraja |. They refer to Thaiyur as Thalasayanapuram. His-
torians say that the village was given this name, after the
reclining Vishnu of Chenganmal village.

Moreover, there is an ancient sandstone idol of Lord Muru-
ga in the Murugeeswarar temple. Sandstone is referred to
as "Thaijagam” in Tamil. According to the local mythology,
the word Thaijaga Muruganoor became Thaiyur over time.
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Significance of Thaiyur

Thaiyur has been described at length in a 15" century liter-
ary work called “Uththandan Kovai”. This work comprising
of about 450 songs was written in praise of a local chieftain
belonging to the Kalappalan clan (Mudaliars of Aamur)
named Uththandan. The author of the work is yet to be
definitively established. The work was collected in parts
in the form of manuscripts over time and has been collec-
tively published to the extent obtained by the Institute of
Asian Studies. The book brings forth several interesting
details about Thaiyur.

Saptha Sthana Shiva Temples

Just like Thiruvaiyaru and Mylapore, Thaiyur also once had
seven Shiva temples and worshipping them all on the same
day would bestow all genuine wishes upon the devotees
according to the Sthalapuranam. Today they are spread
over the neighbouring localities. Five out of the seven
temples are still found in Thaiyur with the Murugeeswarar,
Mareeswarar and Jalakandeswarar temples in a cluster next
to each other. The Azhageeswarar and Komaleeswarar
temples, the Chenganmaleeswarar temple at Chenganmal
and the Vaidyanatheeswarar found in Sozhanthangal
about 2 kilometer away form the remaining Temples.

History and Layout of the Murugeeswarar temple
According to mythology, Lord Muruga worshipped his fa-
ther, Lord Shiva here before proceeding to Thiruporur for
an aerial combat with Tharakasura. A pillar in the outer
mandapa of the temple has an image of Lord Muruga,
mounted on a peacock with bow and arrow in hand, in
preparation of the combat.

The Vinayaka and Chandikeswara icons found in the tem-
ple help us understand that this temple has been in exis-
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tence since the late Pallava period, namely, the 9" century
CE.

Sri Urumetru Vinayaka

The Lord Ganesha (also called Vinayaka) is found in the
Mahamantapa, holding an axe and broken tusk in his rear
arms and a mothaka and manuscript in his fore arms. He
is found with a single line inscription at the base which
reads “Sri Urumetru”. This word is interpreted as “frightful
thunder”. Historians are of the opinion that this could refer
to the Pallava title of “Pagapidugu” which means fright-
ful thunder and the temple could have been constructed
during the period of Aparajithavarma or Kampavarma.

Thaijaga Murugan

Lord Muruga made of sandstone is found in the Maha-
mantapa, surrounded by his consorts from a later period,
Chandikeswara, another Muruga, Mahavishnu, Parasakthi,
Kaala Bhairava and Surya.

There is a new flagpost at the entrance and the outer walls
are decorated with miniature sculputes which are typically
of the Nayaka style. The nasikoodus (alcoves) are filled with
pretty miniatures such as Ashtadhikpalas, Nataraja, Nara-
simha, Shiva, Vishnu and the like. They denote the stories
of Kannappa Nayanar, Karaikal Ammaiyar, Kirata—Arjuna
combat, and Bheema with Purushamriga or Vyagrapaad-
ha. Moreover, it shows an elephant, cow, scorpion, Par-
vathi Devi and Lord Muruga worshipping Lord Shiva.

The image of Vyagrapaadha is shown multiple times in
different parts of the temple. We see his image in the
Artha Mandapa, Maha Mandapa and outer walls. This
gives an impression that the sage must have worshipped
Lord Shiva here.
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Lord Murugeeswara

Lord Murugeeswarais foundin a separate shrine facing East.
After the 15" century, he is being called as Murugeeswarar
(the Lord who was worshipped by Muruga). Prior to that,
he was known as Azhagiya Chokkanaar. Azhagu is another
name of Lord Muruga and Azhagiya Chokkanaar refers to
the deity worshipped by Muruga.Chokkanatha refers to the
name of Lord Shiva in Madurai. During the Pandya period,
this name has been given to the deity. Miniature sculptures
are found on either side of the entrance to the sanctum,
depicting among others, the donors who had contributed
to lighting of lamps at the temple. The Vimana over the
sanctum is three-tiered and shaped like a gopuram. Bhoga
sakthi, the Goddess who is found alongside the main deity
in the sanctum sanctorum, has been moved to another
temple for safekeeping and therefore a replacement has
been made in stone and placed along with the main deity
Sri Murugeeswarar. This is an unique feature which cannot
be witnessed in other temples.

Sri Maragathavalli Ambal who bestows the boon of
child birth on her devotees

Goddess Maragathavalli is found in a separate shrine
holding Pasa and Ankusa. Her compassion in seeking out
devotees who need help is unparalleled. A devotee from
the Kongu region was seeking a child for many years. The
Goddess appeared in her dream and asked her to come to
Thaiyur, promising her that she would receive a child. The
family did not know where Thaiyur was and it took them
three months to find the temple, and then visit. Within a
year from their visit, the couple were blessed with twins
and came back with the children to offer their gratitude.
Other similar experiences of devotees bear testimony to
this.
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Evidence from inscriptions

Six inscriptions from the Sri Nithyakalyana Perumal Temple

in Thaiyur speak about grants given by donors from the

village to the temple. Three of them that date prior to the
time of Rajaraja | refer to the village as Thalasayanapu-
ram, named so after the reclining Vishnu that existed in

Chenganmal, which was part of Thaiyur till the 15" Centu-

ry. During Rajaraja I's time, the village came to be known as

Jayamkonda Cholamandalathu Aamoor Kottathu Aamoor-

Naatu Rajakesarinallur. During the Vijayanagara period,

Aamoor Nadu was changed to Kumizhi Naadu. The word

Kumizhi refers to an area surrounded by water bodies.

Four inscriptions have been documented in the Sri Muru-

geeswara temple so far. There are a few more inscriptions

that are yet to be recorded.

1. The word “Sri Urumetru” meaning frightful thunder has
been found at the base of the 9™ century Ganesha idol
in the Maha Mantapa.

2. The inscription from the 19" regnal year of Jatavarman
Sundarapandyan | speaks about the grant of lands for
conducting worship by a donor from Jayamkonda Chol-
amandalathu Aamoor Kottathu Paduvur Naatu Thiru-
vidanthai and refers to the deity as Azhagiya Chokka-
naar.

3. An inscription from 1536 CE found in the Mahamanda-
pa where the bronze icons have been placed from the
period of Veerapratapa Achutharaya, talks about grant
of land for worship and repair of the temple at Thaiyur,
being called Ayiramvelipatru of Kumizhi Naadu. It was
at this time that Chenganmal was split into a separate
village called Irandaayiramvelipatru.

4. An inscription from 1565 which had been installed on
the floor of the Mahamandapa has since been removed
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and safeguarded. This inscription talks about being the
order of Immadi Thortha (va ) Vijaya Kumara Thiruvala
Deva Maharasa which refers to the Vijayanagara ruler
Thirumala Deva Maharaya. The inscription says that he
waived the rent being collected by villages belonging
to the Thaiyur Murugeeswara Thambiranaar temple and
declared them as Tax free lands.
Special days of worship
The Thirukalyanam of Sri Maragathavalli Ambal and Sri
Murugeeswarar is celebrated with pomp and glory on Vai-
kasi Visakam Day. Moreover, annabhishekam in the month
of Aipasi, Thirukarthigai, Arudhra Darisanam in the month
of Margazhi, Thai Poosam and Sivaratri in the month of
Masi attract huge crowd of devotees to the temple. Since
Lord Muruga worshipped Lord Shiva here to be victorious
in his battle against Tharakasura, those fighting legal bat-
tles and suffering from family feuds worship Lord Muru-
geeswara to find the decision in their favour.
Other information
The Sthalavriksham of this temple is the Mango tree. Res-
idents from nearby apartments spend their weekends at
the temple, nurturing the Nandavanam (sacred grove) and
cleaning the temple premises. The temple is looking for
support and patronage to reinforce the compound walls,
to construct a rajagopuram and acquire vahanas.
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