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Location of the temple :
The temple is located in Dharapuram Main Road
Temple Timings :

Post corona lockdown, the temple has restricted timings
and follows hygiene protocols strictly. The revised timings
are from 8.30 am to 12 pm in the morning and from 5 pm

to 7.30 pm in the evening.
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Sthalapuranam of

Sri Kadu Hanumantharaya Swamy Temple
Dharapuram

Location

The Kadu Hanumantharaya Swamy temple is situated in
Dharapuram Main Road in the city of Dharapuram in
Tirupur district of Tamil Nadu. Dharapuram is 47
kilometres away from the district capital, Tiruppur and 72
and 75 kilometres away from Coimbatore and Erode
respectively.

Installation of Hanumans by Sri Vyasaraja
Theertha

Sri Vyasaraja Theertha was the Rajaguru of the
Vijayanagara Empire. Once when the King, Sri
Krishnadevaraya was affected by Kuha Yoga Dosha, Sri
Vyasaraya, as he was originally called, ascended the
throne on behalf of the King, and once the Dosha was
burnt down, returned the kingdom to Krishnadevaraya.
From then, he came to be known as Vyasaraja.

Vyasaraja Theertha was an ardent devotee of Sri
Anjaneya Swamy and has installed over 732 Hanumans
with the help of his Angaram stick. Angaram is worn by
Madhvas before consuming food. Vyasaraja would draw
the form of Hanuman using his Angaram stick and the
same would turn into a sculpture. He has installed these
Hanumans across the expanse of the Vijayanagara
empire in clusters. In Penukonda, the summer capital of
the Vijayanagara kingdom, he has installed 365
hanumans at the rate of one per day over ayear's time.




The Hanumans predominantly have similar features. They
were turned to a side, holding up the right hand in
Abhaya Hastha, with the left hand holding the
Sowgandhika flower. The tail was raised up over the head
and had a bell tied on to it. The feet were turned sideways.
Worshipping these Hanumans granted all the genuine
wishes of the devotees. They were mostly installed in the
open. Over time, several have had temples built around
them.

Dharapuram was the erstwhile capital of the Kongu
region. It has also been known as Viratapuram. It is
believed that it was here that the Pandavas spent one year
incognito. Moreover, both Dharapuram and
Mantralayam, where Sri Raghavendra Swamy's jeeva
samadhi is found, are located on a straight line. Sri
Vyasaraja Theertha has installed ten Hanumans in
Dharapuram. Worshipping them all in a single day is said
to grant all the wishes of the devotees.

How the Lord came to be known as Sri Kadu
Hanumantharaya Swamy

The biggest and the most famous among the Vyasaraja
Hanumans in Dharapuram is the Kadu Hanumantharaya
Swamy. In days of old, Dharapuram being the capital of
the Kongu region, had a fort and there was a dense forest
surrounding it. Since this Hanuman was installed
within the forest, he came to be known as Kadu
Hanumantharaya Swamy.

History of the Temple

Initially, this Hanuman was found in the open. During the
British period, Deelan, the then English Collector of
Dharapuram, developed a disorder called “Rajapilavai” (a
huge Carbuncle). All efforts taken by doctors did not help




him get relief. So he prayed to Sri Kadu Hanumantharaya
Swamy. Very soon, he was completely cured of his
problem. He then built a temple for the deity in 1810.
When the roof was about to be constructed, Hanuman
appeared in the dream of a devotee, expressing his desire
to stay under the open sky. Therefore, an opening has
been made in the ceiling above the deity, and the sun as
well as rain fall on him till this date.

Appearance of Sri Kadu Hanumantharaya
Swamy

The appearance of Sri Kadu Hanumantharaya Swamy is
not different from the other Vyasaraja Hanumans. He
measures 7 Y2 feet high and 3 feet wide. He has his right
hand raised up in Abhaya Hastha with the thumb slightly
folded inwards while the left hand holds the
Sowgandhika flower. There are three bells tied in the tail
raised above the head. He carries both a sword and a
dagger. His face and feet are turned sideways. In his waist
band is found a Yali, the Mutrika of Sri Vyasaraja. The
unique feature is that the face of Sri Kadu
Hanumantharaya Swamy is shaped like Hayagriva.

The Utsava Deitey

The Utsava deitey of Rama, in this temple are no less
significant. it have been made by hand by Sri Vijayendra
Theertha, the successor of Sri Vyasaraja Theertha and the
Paramaguru of Sri Raghavendra Swamy. He was an
exponent of all 64 crafts and had the unique distinction of
having seen two avataras of Prahlada — namely Vyasaraja
and Raghavendra.




Layout of the temple

Lord Ganesha is found under the Peepal tree as you enter
the temple. On crossing the threshold, there are two
shrines opposite to each other — one of Sri Rama with his
consort Sita Devi with Lakshmana and Hanuman absent
and the other is the Mrithika Brindavana of Sri
Raghavendra Swamy installed by Shri Dwadasi Kattalai
Subbarayar with 113 salagramas placed. In the Artha
Mandapa before the sanctum sanctorum are eight ornate
wooden pillars with scenes from the Dasavathara
depicted in them. Cradles tied by devotees seeking child
birth hang from these pillars. To the right of the sanctum,
are the shrines for Sri Lakshmi Narasimha and the
Mrithika Brindavana of Sri Jaya Theertha also known as
Teekacharya for having written commentaries on the
works of Sri Madhvacharya. Jaya Theertha was the
disciple of Sri Akshobya Theertha, who in turn was a
direct disciple of SriMadhva.

The temple has shrines for the Ishta Devathas of three
avataras of Prahalada - namely Sri Lakshmi Narasimha,
the ishta devata of Prahalada who was found in the
confluence of Bhavani and Kaveri rivers, Venugopala
Krishna with Hanuman at his feet which is a rare sculpture,
the Ishta Devata of Sri Vyasaraja Theertha and Sri Rama,
the Ishta Devata of Guru Raghavendra Swamy. In
addition, there are idols of Sri Prahalada in the Mrithika
Brindavana of Sri Raghavendra and Sri Madhva in the
Mrithika Brindavana of Jaya Theertha. Jaya Theertha's
brindavana in Malkheda has been replicated as Mrithika
Brindavanas in Salem, Palladam, Dharapuram and
Kovaipudur in Coimbatore. A box containing 136
salagramas are placed in the Jaya Theertha Mritika
Brindavana.




Guidelines regarding worship at the Kadu
Hanumantharaya Swamy temple

The temple follows strict guidelines as per the Madhwa
traditions when it comes to worship and offerings. All
poojas are performed as per the Tantra Sara Sankraha
created by Sri Madhvacharya and simplified by Sri Jaya
Theertha. There is a specific hierarchy of deities according
to which poojas are performed. Salagramas are very holy
as per the Madhwa traidition. Therefore, they are offered
prayers first, followed by Sri Lakshmi Narasimha, Sri
Rama, Sri Krishna, Sri Hanuman, Sri Jayatheertha and Sri
Raghavendra Theertha.

Usually betel leaf garlands, lemon garlands and vada
garlands are offered to Lord Anjaneya. However, in this
temple these are not accepted as offerings. Thulasi is
seen as a form of Goddess Mahalakshmi and hence only
Lord Vishnu is adorned with it. Here it is only placed on
Hanuman's head as a token of respect.

Important Festivals

Apart from Hanumad Jayanthi, Brahmotsavam is
celebrated during Vyasa Poornima and Sri Rama is taken
out on procession during Sri Narasimha Jayanthi.
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