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Aalayam Kanden Trust has been registered as a Trust (Regn No.887/11) with the primary objective of
creating awareness and appreciation about ancient, unique and lesser known places of heritage and the rich
cultural, mythological and historical evidence they carry. We strongly feel that behavioral change towards
protecting and maintaining these great treasures would happen once the history of these temples is
revealed.

Vision:
To promote, protect, and preserve the rich cultural, mythological and historical heritage and pass it on to
the coming generations.

Mission:
To identify and create awareness about unique and lesser known ancient heritage sites , document and
disseminate their significance and ensure their preservation and maintenance, to create a heritage library
and promote patronage to these sites for better sustainability.

Main Objectives:
è Tocreateandpromoteawarenessaboutthehistory,heritageandcultureofIndia
è Tobringtolightuniqueandlesserknownheritagesites
è TodocumentthehistoryandheritageoflesserknownheritagesitesinEnglishandregional




languages

è Tocreateadatabaseofuniqueandlesserknowntemplesandtoadvocatefortheir




upkeepandmaintenance.

è Tocreateaheritagelibraryandmakeitavailableforpilgrims,touristsandresearchers
è Topromoteheritagetourismtolesserknownheritagesites
è To raise funds through Government, organizations, philanthropists and individuals




towardsthefulfillmentoftheabovementionedobjectives.

Activities during 2019-20
Articles to raise awareness about lesser-known heritage sites:

Articles were written in Aalayam Kanden Blog (www.aalayamkanden.blogspot.com) on the
following heritage sites:
·

The Twin Devis of Srirangapatna

·

Chinna Mandali – the place where Nataraja Pathu was born

·

Muthuservamadam Varadaraja Perumal Temple

·

A temple with a Dargah within – Sri Angala Parameswari Temple, Chintadripet

A research article on the life and times of Sirumanavur Munisawmy Mudaliar, the author of Nataraja Pathu,
the first ever to be written was published on the Thresholds of History Blog.
An article on Athalanallur Gajendravaradhar Temple was published as cover article in the Amman
Darisanam magazine brought out by the Sringeri Sankara Matam in January 2020.

Provision of oil and ghee to light lamps in temples with low patronage
Due to lack of patronage, several temples
struggle to keep the premises adequately lit. In
order to overcome this basic constraint,
Aalayam Kanden Trust, through patronage of
its members has been providing five litres of
ghee and oil to these temples wherever
possible. During this financial year, oil and
ghee was provided to the Chinna Mandali
Niranjeeswarar Temple.

Support to temples
Muthuservamadam is a non-descript village
near Gangaikonda Cholapuram. The village has
very little tourist footfall or patronage. The
beautiful Varadaraja Perumal temple here is
being renovated through the hard efforts of the
villagers. To provide a fillip to the activities, the
Aalayam Kanden team visited the temple and
documented the same. Rs. 5000 was paid
towards the
construction
expenses
from

the

personal funds of the team members.
The Naganatha swamy temple in Thirukuvalai, Nagapattinam
District did not have dolls to make a Kolu in the temple. Aalayam
Kanden Trust sourced the Kolu dolls from its members and
transported the same to the temple through the efforts of its
volunteer, Mr V R Kaushik, to enable the temple to celebrate its
Navaratri festival.

Heritage Walks to promote local heritage
The heritage walk through West Mambalam has
now become an annual collaboration between
Shashun Jain College and Aalayam Kanden Trust
as part of the college's heritage club activities. A
walk was arranged for a fresh batch of students in
December 2019.
As part of the Sundaram Finance Mylapore
Festival, a walk titled “Goddesses of Mylapore”,
featuring the lesser known female deities of
Mylapore village, was conducted in January 2020.
A walk was facilitated in February 2020 for the US Consulate General and Care Earth Trust as part of the
Water Matters Exhibition to Chintadripet – the walk focussing on how water was a key contributor to
Madras' first planned township for weavers – Chinna Thari Pettai

Book release – Paadal Perum Paranthaman Aalayangal
To cater to the benefit of the Tamil speaking audiences and to raise awareness in them about lesser
known heritage sites of Tamil Nadu, Aalayam Kanden Trust collaborated with Poet Diwakara Tanujaha
to bring out a book on lesser known Vishnu temples of Tamil Nadu, complete with hymns specially
written by the poet in the same format as the Prabhandhams written by the Azhwars. The book was
released by Shri. Yessel Narasimhan, the world's largest collector of Carnatic Music, in the presence of
Sri. Karu Nagarajan, Dean, Bharath University and Sri. G Sankaranarayanan, Professor and HOD,
Department of Sanskrit and Indian Culture, SCSVMV University, Kanchipuram, apart from other
dignatories. Banners with the hymns, and history of the temple with QR code to access the English
articles online were provided to the temples that were covered in the book and videos of the hymns,
that were beautifully rendered by Ms Vidya Devanathan, were uploaded on the Aalayam Kanden You
Tube Channel. Aalayam Kanden Trust wishes to thank Mr Devanathan, artist for donating the cover
images of the book – Paadal Perum Paranthaman Aalayangal.

Documentation and Distribution of the Sthalapuranam of Sri Niranjeeswarar
Temple, Chinna Mandali

alayam Kanden Trust documents the complete history of a lesser-known ancient temple each year and
prints and distributes 1000 copies of the same to spread awareness about the temple and provide
some income to it while doing so. In 2019-20, the Sthalapuranam of Sri Niranjeeswarar Temple in
Chinna Mandali was written and distributed in February 2019.

Heritage Talks in different forums

Apart from articles and walks, Aalayam Kanden Trust also makes use of opportunities to raise
awareness about heritage sites through lectures and presentations. Ms Padmapriya T S, Founder
Trustee of Aalayam Kanden Trust, was invited to speak in the Mylapore festival about the cultural
mapping of the Cooum river.
The Founder Trustee Ms Padmapriya T S was invited by the Tamil Heritage Trust to speak on
information that can be gleaned from inscriptions to the participants of multiple sessions of How to
See a Temple Training Programme (HOWSAT) through the year 2019-20.
Aalayam Kanden Trust founder Padmapriya T S spoke in Jaya Plus and WIN TV as part of the Madras
Week celebrations about bringing back the glory of the Cooum river.

Special Article on Cooum Cultural Mapping by Aalayam Kanden in Sakthi Vikatan
Magazine
Sakthi Vikatan, a popular magazine from the Vikatan Group, published a special article on the
cultural mapping of the Cooum river, done by the Aalayam Kanden Trust. The link to the article can
be found here: http://bit.ly/3q2U7CA
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